- CASE STUDY: GROWTH THROUGH THE RESIDENT ARTIST PROGRAMME

Sophie
Resident Artist Programme participant

As a Resident Artist at the West Green
Studios; part of the Cultural Ecology
Development strand, Sophie began to build
a flourishing fashion-focused practice right
in the heart of her hometown. A luxury
womenswear and bridalwear designer, she
joined the space in April 2025 until March
2026 and immediately began developing a
new portfolio, exploring collaborations and
expanding her professional network.

For Sophie, who comes from a
working-class background, having access
to a fully equipped creative workspace in
Crawley is not only transformative for her
practice - it's something she once thought
would be impossible.

&& Never in amillion years
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The following section explores Sophie’s experience
through Creative Crawley’s four strategic pillars:

PILLAR1: ON THE DOORSTEP— [PILLAR 2:BIG PICTURE
Being based at West Green Studios has Through Creative Crawley, Sophie has gained
embedded Sophie directly within a community invaluable professional opportunities that
of local creatives. She shares a studio with extend her profile and practice. Curating and
another fashion and textile designer, allowing showcasing a fashion show in Crawley - a
natural collaboration, shared learning and ‘dream come true’ - gave her a platform to
ongoing creative exchange. The space was present her work at a scale she had never
open and welcoming, enabling residents, imagined possible locally.
visitors and even council members to engage Access to industry-standard equipment within
with her work and see fashion design in action. the Studio Space has enabled her to develop
her portfolio without relocating to bigger, less
This V|S|b|||ty Strengthens Community affordable cities. Being surrounded by talented,
connection and introduces younger or inspirational practitioners has also expanded
emerging creatives to real, accessible career her knowledge of the industry, materials,

techniques and the range of creative careers
available.

pathways.




PILLAR 3: PEOPLE AND PLANET—

Sophie’s connection to the space was
deeply personal. Being from a low socio
economic background meant having to
remain living at home and that affordably
creative workspaces were historically out
of reach. Having a dedicated studio in
Crawley removed financial and geographic
barriers, giving her the stability and
wellbeing benefits that come from having
room to create, experiment and grow.

The ability for the public - especially young
people - to see artists working in the
space helps demystify creative practice
and demonstrates that fulfilling,
sustainable creative careers are possible
locally.

PILLAR4: VALUEIN ACTION

The Resident Artist programme has given
Sophie practical, tangible building blocks
for long-term career growth. She now has
dedicated time and facilities to develop her
bridalwear portfolio, experiment with new
techniques and collaborate with other
resident artists. Open days and visits from
the community help demystify fashion
design as a career and reinforce that
creative work is a legitimate, viable
profession.

These experiences are laying the
groundwork for Sophie to sustain her
practice locally while expanding her
professional opportunities.

&k Art has the ability to connect

communities and really inspire

people. It's so important for
people to have access to arts

IMPACT SUMMARY

Sophie’s experience as a Resident Artist demonstrates Creative Crawley'’s
ability to remove barriers, nurture local talent and provide meaningful
career-shaping opportunities. Through the programme, she has gained
access to industry-standard facilities in her hometown, developed and
expanded her bridalwear portfolio, benefitted from collaboration and
inspiration from fellow creatives, increased her professional visibility through
events like the Crawley fashion show and demonstrated to the community,
especially young people, that creative careers are achievable and real.
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